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62-63, but constantly to that on those of the later
period. The brass of Nero was issued from two mints,
one, of course, the mint of Rome, the other a mint that
distinguishes its products by a small globe placed under
the neck, as also by peculiarities of obverse legend and
portrait. R Mowat, noticing these points some years
ago, suggested Lugdunum as the place of issue,2 and
I think we may accept his suggestion, though we cannot
suppose with him that the small globe is the peculiar
mint-mark of Lugdunum; it certainly occurs also on
coins struck in Spain. If, however, as seems reasonable,
we think of this new series as being, in a sense, a
continuation of the coinage of the early emperors at
Lugdunum, we may still regard his attribution as ex-
tremely probable. I would also attribute some of
the aurei and denarii of Nero's later period to this
mint.3

The way is now clear for the discussion of the coins
of our special period. We start with the so-called
" Autonomous " series, denarii and a few aurei, without
name or head of any emperor, usually expressing in
their types republican or military sentiments. Excel-
lent pioneer work in this field was done many years
ago by the Due de Blacas,4 and much that he wrote then
holds good to-day; on a few points, however, I am bound
to disagree with his results. There is no serious doubt-
that these coins belong to the years 68 and 69 A.D. ; for

(1) The weights are, mainly, those of the reduced
aureus and denarius of Nero.

3 See R. iY.,1895,p. 160 f.

3 On the interesting question of the imperial mint of Lugdunum,
see L. Laffranchi in BM>. Ital,t 1913, 303 ff.
* See B. 2V., 1862,197 ft.
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